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I.—Forz1gn Pouitics, 


726. ‘lhe Amrita Bazar Patrika is of opinion that we are on the eve of 
- & very exciting struggle in China, as the result 
of the Anglc-Japanese alliance, the railway 
development of China, as well as the presence of a 


The Anglo-Japanese alliance and 
its consequences. 


live Minister at Pekin. 


IT,— Home ApMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 


727. The Bengalee again protests against the circular issued by Mr. 
Foley, Magistrate of Burdwan, that the police 
officers of his district are not: to be prosecuted in 
a criminal case without his previous sanction, and 
appeals to the Government to withdraw it, as cases are constantly occurring 
which show how mischievous the circular is and how unwise it is to allow it 
to continue in force. | 
It mentions that the Sub-Inspector of Police of Cutwa and others were - 
charged by one Shaikh Ghulam Akbar with confinement, extortion and bri- 
bery. Ifa policeman had not been concerned, the Subdivisional Offcer would 
have taken cognizance of the offence and proceeded to deal with the accused 
according to law. But under Mr. Foley’s circular, the case was sent to him 
for orders and he directed an enquiry into the conduct of the police by the 
police itself. The Inspector reported the case as false, but the District Super- 
intendent, who also made an enquiry, reported the case to be a true ono and 
recommended the suspension of the police officers concerned and their trial. 
The Magistrate, however, dismissed the complaint, as he had no hesitation in 
saying that the case was a false one. — 
The Bengalee appeals to Government to call for the papers and do what 
the justice of the case requires. | | 
728. Continuing its remarks on this case, the Bengalee says:— 
oa “Tf ever there was a case which needed 
“eg the most careful and searching investigation, it 
was this. Here was a splendid opportunity for either viadiention the police 
and upholding its credit or reading it an impressive lésson by the exemplary 
punishment of the delinquents. Mr. Foley deliberately rejected the oppor- 
tunity. He would not vindicate the police by directing the prosecution of 
the complainant under section 211, He would not set an example by a 
thorough judicial investigation which, it is believed by the District Superin- 
tendent of Police, must end im the conviction of the police officers; He 
summarily dismissed the complaint, relying upon some frivolous gup of the 
village and closes the avenue to a careful and impartial enquiry. If ever there 
was a case for the intervention of Government, it was this. We would again 
appeal to Sir John Woodburn to call for the papers and revise the case with 
a view to the institution of a thorough judicial investigation. We do not say 
that the police are guilty. All that we are anxious about is the discovery -of 
the truth and nothing but the truth, and the truth to be arrived at by careful 
Judicial investigation by a thoroughly impartial officer. Our request is perfectly 
reasonable, and we should be truly surprised to find that it did not meet with a 
favourable response at the hands of Government.” 


Mr. Foley, Magistrate of Pur. 
dwan. 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


729. TheAmrita Bazar Patrika writes that on the 12th February last, 
‘Mr. Vernéde, Joint-Magistrate of Jalpaiguri, was 

wh Vermide to have held a@ judicial enquiry into a charge 
of theft and rioting brought by one Mulchand against nine persons, and that 
while the complainant, sceing the Magistrate otherwise engaged, ran out of 
Court to satisfy a call of nature, the Joint-Magistrate ordered him to be 
prosecuted under sections 211 and 181. The Patrika remarks that 
Mr. Vernéde had not a grain of fact or an iota of evidence before him to 
come to the conclusion, nay, even to entertain the suspicion, that Mulchand 
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had lied. What was the motive then? Why did he show this utter 
indifference to the rights and the sufferings of a human being? What did 
Mulchand do to society, to Government, or to Mr. Vernéde himself to deserye 
such treatment at the hands of the latter? How can one account for this 
strange behaviour in a human being, except by attributing it to a passion for 
conviction or to a love of cruelty ?” | 


AuniTa BAZAR 730. Continuing its remarks on this case, the Amrita Pazar Patrika says 
ATRIKA, ; 
and May 1902. rag erg that on the 17th February, Mulchand applied and 


obtained certified copies of the record, and on the 
20th the High Court was moved and a rule obtained calling upon Mr. Verndde 
to show cause why his order, directing Mulchand’s prosecution, should not be 
set aside, because he had not passed any final order regarding the judicial 
enquiry which was to have been held on the 12th February. 

In his explanation, Mr. Vernéde informed the a Court that by a 
technical slip the original case was not formally dismissed under section 203 
before the order for prosecution was passed, but that the omission was noticed 
and remedied immediately afterwards. 

The Pairika, however, maintains that the certified copy of the order, taken 
five days after Mulchand was ordered to be prosecuted, contained no mention 
of the case having been dismissed, and that the order was added to the original 
document after the 17th. 

In conclusion the Patrika writes :-— 


But how to explain the statement of Mr. Vernéde that the technical slip 
had been noticed and immediately remedied, when it was not remedied till the 
17th ? The intelligent Criminal Bench, presided over by Mr. Justice Prinsep, 
realized the seriousness of the affair before them and quashed the whole 
proceedings. Yes, the matter is serious, rather very serious, more than serious, 
and we have to see what action the Government chooses to take upon this 
extraordinary conduct of the Magistrate. 

Hinpoo Parnio7, 731. The Hindoo Patriot refers to this case, and appeals to Sir John 
231d May 1902. pop Woodburn to set matters right by taking whatever 


judgment passed by the High Court. 


(d)— Education. 


SEPIA BIRO, 732. The Indian Mirror is gratified to find that the glamour of Western 
tee ay 19% culture and thought, which once possessed such an 
overpowering fascination for the Hindu, has at 
last begun to pall upon them, and they are veering round to. the side of 
education on strictly national lines, at least for their womenkind, and that, the 
are contemplating trying the system of education prevailing in the Mahakali 
Patsala on a wider scale for Hindu females, “ it being an open secret that the 
Bethune College, with all its large appliances and resources, has not been able 
to benefit the Hindu community to any appreciable extent.” 


Native female education. 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipai Administration, 


MosLEM CHRONICLE, 733. The Moslem Chronicle, referring to the reply that the Maharaja of 


A7th May 1902 Cossimbazar received in answer to his question 


ak’ hc coin yt page oa pag the existing sources of the supply of water 
supply in Bengal. ad improved, says: Instead of a question 

being merely put and answered, we think the 
Government would do well, in the circumstances that additional Members of 
the Council have no executive functions, to take them as polite reminders of 
the duty which the Government owe in regard to some of the most distressing 
grievances of the public. The importance of a sufficient supply of drinking 
water for the people enters so largely in the domestic and sanitary economy 
of life that we feel that there is scarcely one other question which, whether 
we regard it as an important factor in the diminution of malaria and other 
diseases or in the failure of crops, calls for the most urgent and most persistent 


attention of the administration. Weeven goso far that, if the Frovincial 


Government on account of its Budget restrictions is hampered in this really 
beneficient work, the Government of India, with its larger powers and larger 


action His Honour might think fit, in view of the 
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resources, should rally to. the help. Sir John Woodburn and Lord Curzon 
would really entitle themeelves to the everlasting gratitude of the teeming 
millions of Bengal, if they could do anything to mitigate the unim aginable 
horrors of the drinking-water scarcity, : 


(f)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


734, The SBengalee publishes a letter complaining of the extortion 
practised on travellers by coolies at Goalundo 
ghat. This, it says, reflects great discredit upon 
the management of ‘the local authorities who are exhorted to remove the 
grievance complained of. 
735. The Amrita Bazar Patrika ventilates the grievances of the 
| celal or ae employés of the Calcutta Port Commissioners 
Mage a — working at the Kidderpore Docks, whose overtime 
allowances have almost been stopped, though, 
perhaps, without the knowledge or sanction of the Commissioners, and trusts 
that the authorities will redress them. 


Coolie rule at Goalundo ghat, 


(h)— General. 


736. ‘lhe following is taken from the Indian Mirror :— 

| The Bengalee is informed that the authorities 
The Mall Rend, eee Se of the cantonment at Cawnpore have issued a 
ws «Btation order, prohibiting Indians from walking 
along the Mall Road without a pass, between the 
hours of 4 and 10 p.m, So this is all the good done to us by the agitation, 
started by Mr. Smedley against the iniquitous rule by which natives of India 
are denied access to the Memorial Well near the Queen’s Garden at Cawnpore ! 
Surely they do not mean to revive at Cawnpore the prohibitory regulations 
against Indians which obtained in the Transvaal before the British conquest, 
and are said to be still in force. We should like to know what Lord Curzon 

thinks of this infamous insult offered to the Indian people. 

737. With reference to the Regulations for 1902 of the Forest Service 
Branch in Cooper's Hill College, to which only 
British-born subjects can be admitted, the Bengalee 
writes :— | 

Here is a great Department of the State from. whose high offices Indians 
are ruthlessly excluded by the operation of a rule, based upon the most 
invidious distinction of race, which is both galling to our self-respect and is 
discreditable to a civilized administration. Will His Excellency remove this 
distinction and place Indian and English candidates upon a footing of equality ? 
We should like to call His Excellency’s attention to this matter. Is there no 
one to ask a question about it in Council ? he 2 

738. In the course of an article on the progress that this country 1s 
alleged to be making, the Indian Nation attempts 
to show how in the Medical, Legal, Engineering 
line, nay, in almost every walk of life resorted to by the educated middle 
classes, and in the very avenues leading to the walks, obstacles are being 
increasingly placed in their way. As soon as it was discovered that the self- 
governing Municipality of Calcutta was coming to be a nursery of native politi- 


The Forest Service. 


Indian progress. 
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clan and orators, its constitution was made to undergo a revolutionary change. - 


And, asks the Nation, must we flatter ourselves that all this is progress? The 

native is at first allowed a fair field, but as soon as his gains become large 

enough to excite jealousy or his manner too bold, he is restrained. 
739. The Amrita Bazar Patrika complains that police rule prevails 


Two months’ record in Rajshahi. have in many places usurped the function of the 
High Court, and the prosecutor feels no scruple in exercising the function of 
the Judge. Thus, the people find themselves quite helpless in the hands of the 


peacniere officials ‘and without that amount of protection which they en) oyed 
efore. | : | 


generally all over the country; that Magistrates 
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To prove this the journal cites some cases in Rajshahi to show how the 
administration of that district has been carried on during the past two months, 
in the hope that by doing so, it will lead to the purification of the adminis. 
trative atmosphere. | 

Bewar Hepat, 740. The Behar Herald complains that, whereas the Government of India 
2ist May 1902. | | spends 26 crores of rupees, nearly the whole of its 
Military expenditure and edu- Jand revenue, on the maintenance of the army and 
paavaxtes defensive military works, only one crore is spent 
on education. It expresses the opinion that more money spent on education 
will lead to improvement in agriculture and prove a remedy for many of 

India’s present troubles. | 
BENGALEE, 741. Referring to the refusal of the Government to gratify the desire 
‘21st May 1902, _ of the Bogra Municipality to present on behalf of 
route, Coronation and public the public of that place, an address to His Majesty 
v the King-Emperor on the occasion of the forth. 

coming Coronation, the Bengalee remarks :— 

How different was the procedure of Lord Dufferin, when on the occasion 
of the Queen’s Jubilee, the humblest Municipalities in the Province were 
permitted to approach the Sovereign with loyal addresses! But now they are 
restrained from doing so. Their loyal feelings are not permitted scope—the 
are checked and stifled. We trust, however, the Municipalities will do their 
duty. Let them present their addresses and let them be refused. Let the 
record of this arbitrary suppression of the loyal feelings of the people pile 


high as a vindication of our own loyalty and as a comment on the attitude 


of the Government in relation to the people. 
Lixpoo PatRIOr, 742. The Hindoo Patriot regards with deep concern the rejection by the 
24th May 1902, eas Government of India of a Coronation address from _ 
: wT the Bogra Municipality, remarking that it cannot 
make out what earthly motive or public interest has actuated the Govern- 
ment to'do so. The practical effect of this action, it says, will be to -put 
unnecessary restraint upon and stifle all expression of loyal feelings. It recom- 
mends a reconsideration of its decision. 


IND:AN MIRRCR, 743. The Indian Mirror has the following :— , 
22nd May 1902. ‘ OT Pe All India has condemned the action of Lord 
tadien soeelir. reese“ ~ Carzon in not having elected a representative of 


the educated Indian community to take part in the 
Coronation of the King. 


BENGALRE, 744. The Bengalee comments on the absence of a representative from 
_ 22nd May 1902, < ee a Bihar for the Coronation, and remarks that while 
from Bihar, ( ~SsCé NE fully’ live to the initial difficulties of the 


problem of making the selection to suit all parties, 
they were certainly capable of being dealt with in a more satisfactory manner 
and with a greater regard for the various interests concerned. 
Hixpoo Patriot, 745. The Hindoo Patriot discussing the relative merits of the systems 
Se ne veer of competition and nomination, says:— 
On the whole, taking inte account the merits 
and demerits of both systems of ncmination and competition, and viewing the ques- 
tion from the points of respective success achieved by them in the practical 
administration of the country, the result leads to the irresistible inference that 
the system of nomination has done more harm than good, while the system of 
competition is not infallible and not free from various defects that urgently 
call for neceesary remedy at the hands of the authorities. But as the advant- 
ages accruing from the latter far counterbalsnce its disadvantages im 
comparison to those of the other system, it is quite natural that the united 
public opinion of India will strongly support the competitive system by all 
means ; and protest against the contemplated action of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Sir James LaTouche, for discon- 


tinuanve of competitive examinations for appointments to the Subordinate 
Executive Service. 


Competition rersws nomination. 
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man, and they ought to be above availing themselves of the special favour. 
Rather, they should deem it their duty, when accused of any wrong, to 
come forward and demand a fair and open trial. 

747. The following is taken from the Bengaiee, in answer to its Bombay 


correspondent’s question:—‘If it be real, what 


does it mean”? in connection with the demonstra- 
tions in honour of Mr. Cotton. 


The Cotton demonstrations in Assam, in Bengal and in Bombay and the 
deep sympathy with which they are viewed by Indians in all. parts of 
the country bring once more to prominence the unanimity of feeling in public 
and political matters by which the educated community is inspired. Edu- 
cated opinion, in these days represents an organized power which the rulers 
of the land may be unwilling to recognize, but which, sooner or later, must 
largely guide and control their policy. The heart of educated India throbs 
with a common impulse, and, when Bengal or Assam condemns or praises 
a ruler, there is a sympathetic response throughout India. This unity of 
feeling and convictions, which is but the prelude to unity of action, is the 
most notable fact in the life of modern India. It is the most notable triumph 
of British rule, though some of our rulers regret that such a triumph should at 
all have been achieved. If unity is strength, who can doubt that educated 
opinion is bound to become stronger and more masterful, day by day. 

748. The following appears in the Bengalee :-— | 

«deanna We understand that the Government of 
Bengal has sanctioned Rs. 100 to be paid to the 
son of the deceased woman, who succumbed to her injuries received from the 
nshot accident at Belghoria in — last. While congratulating the 
overnment of Bengal on the kindness shown to the son of the deceased, we 
hardly think the compensation is adequate enough to make up for the loss of 
human life, Rupees one hundred must be regarded as a niggardly sum to 
compensate for such a loss—a loss sustained by the negligence of the Military 
authorities. We have always objected to the location of the rifle range at 
Belghoria in the midst of a populous village, which must entail—as it has 
entailed in the present case—serious risk to human life. We hope the 
authorities will grow wise by their present experience and put a stop to the 
target practice altogether, which will neither kill human beings nor call for 
further payment of compensation. | 

749. The Indian Mirror has the following :— 

In our yesterday’s issue, we published a 
letter over the signature of “Hari Das Mukerji,” 
dealing with a matter of supreme importance to the Hindus and affecting their 
most cherished religious susceptibilities. It has hitherto been their custom, 
after performing the last offices to the dead, to drop the navel of the dead 
body—which is indestructible by fire—into the river. This practice has 
obtained amongst them time out of mind and never has any objection been 
taken to it. And it seems too absurd at this time of the day to attempt to do 
away with a custom that has been sanctified by long usage and immemorial 
popular traditions. The correspondent is right when he says that it ‘‘is only 
for throwing the navel portion into the river that the burning ghats are 
situated on the riverside.” If it is with a view to the prevention of pollution 
of the river that this prohibitory measure has been adopted, it should be 
remembered that there are much more serious sources of pollution to defile and 
taint the river, There is the nightsoil from boats and steamers which invari- 
ably finds it way into the river. As we have said, it is because the navel does 
not burn that it is thrown into the river. Surely it ought to be somebody’s 
business to see that the craze for sanitation does not tend to do violence 
to Hindu prejudices and wound Hindu feelings. These are entitled to every 
consideration and respect, and steps should at once be taken to enter an 
emphatic protest against the action of the Deputy Commissioner of Police in 
Passing an order like this which flies in the face of old traditional usage and 
prejudices, 

750. The Bengalee reiterates 
ment, Europeans and é 
the people, and as illustrative of the consequences of 
this isolation refers to the Nandigram riot. The 
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authorities were in receipt of timely notice that these swindles were in full 
operation. Had they been on the alert, the atrocities, which now attract such a 
large measure of attention, would never have been perpetrated. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


751, The Bengalee has the following :— 

The Government of Madras apparently finds 
it more congenial to legislate on mountain-tops 
than on the plains. For the past three or four years, it has regularly held 
a Legislative Session at Ootacamund, with the result that professional Members 
of the Council are put to serious inconvenience and no inconsiderable loss. 
They have to leave their business, and though their legislative work may 
not detain them for more than two or three days, they are generally out 
of pocket to an extent which would seem to show that even the pleasures 
of Vegislation may be purchased at too dear a price. In the case of an Indian 
Councillor the sacrifice is all the heavier. His caste scruples prevent him 
from securing accommodation in an hotel, and he is therefore obliged to 
take a whole Sian on @ lease of at least three months, even though he may 
not require it for more than two or three days. Then he has to hire a carriage 
at the rate of 8 or 10 rupees per day. And how is he reimbursed by Govern- 
ment? He is granted the magnificent allowance of Rs. 15 per day! Now 
it must strike all sensible people that the proper course for His Excellency 
the Governor and his official Councillors is to come down to the plains to 
do their legislative work instead of dragging up to the hills their non-official 
colleagues. The Government of India does not undertake any important 
legislative measure at Simla, Cannot ti Madras Government follow the 
example of the Government of India in this respect ? 


“ Melancholy meanness.” 


= VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


oe a ee 7 752. The Indian Mirror cites the Englishman 
gp vy he Smpire, ® and Statesman’s views on Sir Lepel Griffin’s plan of 
: Indian colonisation of British Africa, that it has 
one fatal defect in that it takes no account of the resistance which the existing 
white population would offer to such an inflow of natives of India, that it is 
the Indian trader who has aroused the jealousy of the European trader. and 
created the animosity which still exists. 3 
The Mirror says :—It will have been seen that we Indians are only step-sons 
of the Empire—even far less than that. We can be used as a convenience as 
coolies. Our money and our labour will be gladly accepted when danger 
from outside threatens the Empire. But all too soon we are forced to ‘know 
our place!” : | 
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